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intervals of a few weeks for a day or two at a time. It is commonly thought to be the result of some feeding irregularity. A low grade infection in the udder may be a cause. The infection is not severe enough to bring on a typical case of garget, but may be sufficient to cause periodical changes in the milk.
When possible, a change of pasture is suggested if the milk continues to be ropy. If the milk becomes stringy only after standing, it is possible that prompt pasteurization would stop this. If the milk persistently comes ropy from the udder, apply hot towels and massage.
DECREASED OR SUPPRESSED MILK-FLOW
The technical term for this condition is agalactia. The natural flow of milk may be entirely absent or reduced greatly in amount. This trouble often causes serious inconvenience to the owner. No one knows the exact cause but various guesses are made. If the animal is in poor health from any cause, this would tend to make it understandable. A previous and long-drawn-out attack of garget might leave its mark in lessened udder functioning. If the herd is not well fed and cared for, a lessened milk-flow might follow. Usually, however, it occurs for no apparent reason.
The treatment is not entirely successful. Nothing that will do positive good can be recommended. Supply generous amounts of good grain and roughage. Try some warm mashes to tempt the appetite. Here again, try the hot water and massage. If the animal is with her first calf and the milk is totally suppressed, examine the udder for blind teats. This is uncommon, but has been known to exist.